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The last day of the year is a day to 
remind us that everything comes to 
an end. Each year has a beginning 

and an end as does each month, each week and each day. 
The new year is only the beginning of twelve months that 
end on December 31. Life is expressed in the cycle of time 
that has a beginning and has an end. “To every thing there is 
a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: a 
time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time 
to pluck up that which is planted; a time to kill, and a time to 
heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to 
weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to 
dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather 
stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain 
from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to 
keep, and a time to cast away; a time to rend, and a time to 
sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to 
love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for 
peace” (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8). 
 
 As we begin to reflect upon the new horizon of 2019 
we should also pause to reflect the sober reminder that we 
are mortal creatures that have a beginning and at least on 
this earth – an end. Yet the irony of this message is that we 
still exist beyond death. Our ending here is a beginning in 
eternity and upon the frail time of space we share in life 
eternity depends. “It is appointed unto men once to die, and 
after this cometh judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). “This is the end 
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of the matter; all hath been heard: fear God, and keep his 
commandments; for this is the whole duty of man. For God 
shall bring every work into judgment, with every hidden 
thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil” (Ecclesiastes 
12:13-14). 
 
 The last day of the year is a day of reflection. It 
reminds us that time does not stand still. We grow older with 
each passing year and draw nearer to our eternal abode. 
Paul looked at his life near its end and said, “For I am 
already being offered, and the time of my departure is come. 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I 
have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give to me at that day: and not only to me, but also to 
all them that have loved his appearing” (2 Timothy 4:6-8). He 
looked back on his life and forward to the life to come. The 
apostle had confidence in his life in service to Christ. His last 
day was fast approaching and he could see the fight coming 
to an end; the race nearly completed; the maturing of his 
faith in God as nearly complete. Can we have the same 
hope as Paul on this last day? 
 
 He also looked forward to a new day coming. This 
hope was built upon faithful service to the Kingdom of God. 
Paul knew that his last day on earth would propel him to that 
eternal home with God. What vision to live with faith in this 
life that will guide us across the final day. The final day for 
the Christian is the beginning of the eternal day with the 
Father. The last day of mortality will be the beginning of our 
immortal joy. “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all 
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. But 
when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall come to pass 



the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory” (1 
Corinthians 15:51-54). 
 
 The last day is a day of victory. It will be a time when 
all the grace of God is revealed and the joy of the sacrifice of 
Jesus Christ will be revealed in the resurrection. The last day 
of this year should be a time of victory to see how we have 
grown in our faith toward God - looking forward to that final 
last day of our life; whether in death or in the glorious coming 
of our Savior. December 31 – the last day! What a great day 
to reflect and enjoy the blessings of God. The new year 
gives opportunity to strive with more zeal to live for the last 
day. It will not be a day of sadness but a day of awakening. 
The last day is a day that will last in eternity when we are 
found faithful. 
 

Beware, brethren, lest there be 
in any of you an evil heart of 
unbelief in departing from the 

living God; but exhort one another daily, while it is call 
"Today," lest any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin (Heb 3:12-13). 
 
Yes, one can depart from God.  Once saved, always saved, 
is a false doctrine.  The letter to the Hebrews repeats this 
message throughout the letter.  We can drift away (Heb 
2:1).  We can come short (Heb 4:1).  We can fall away (Heb 
6:6).  We need exhortation from our brethren.  We must not 
forsake the assembling of ourselves together (Heb 10:24-
25).  We need telephone calls and letters, emails and visits 
to encourage us.  Sin is deceitful.  Ministers of Satan 
transform themselves into ministers of righteousness (2 Cor 
11:13-15).  Many are zealous but few are informed (Rom 
10:2).  Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ (2 Pet 3:18).   
 
Keith   
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In Need of Prayers & Encouragement: 
•Melba Law 

•Jason Estepp’s mother 
•Thornton Family 

•Ezekiel Wildes 
•Rex & Frankie Hadley & Anita Young 
•Jeannie’s brother & sister in-law - Harold and 

Penny Blitchington 
•Jeannie’s Uncle - Bob Ross 
•Micah’s Parents - Perry & Kay Byars   

•Micah’s Aunt - Thelma Harmon 
•Thelma Stewart – Jesup Congregation 

•Leanne Wiser – Jennings/Oak Grove 
•The Spiritually wayward and weak 
•Our Lord’s work in Hoboken & Brantley County 

•Our fellow Christians around the world 
 

Our Meeting Times  
Sunday Morning  
Bible  Study 9 :30a.m.  

Worship       10:30a.m.  
Wednesday 
Bible  Study    7:00p.m.  
 

Upcoming Spiritual Opportunities 
Women ’s Study 

             01-06-2019  -   5 :00p.m.  

Men ’s Study 

             01-13-2019  -   5 :00 p.m.  
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