
 

TT hh ee   

BB rr aa nn tt ll ee yy   BB ee aa cc oo nn   
“ … B E  Y E  S T E A D F A S T ,  U N M O V E A B L E , "  

A L W A Y S  A B O U N D I N G   
I N  T H E  W O R K  O F  T H E  L O R D … ”  

I CORINTHIANS 15:58 
THE CHURCH OF CHRIST MEETING IN HOBOKEN, GA 

Volume 06                Issue 17 September 30, 2018 
www.hobokenchurchofchrist.net 

Two Men Seek Faith 
By Bill Hall 

 

Two men seek faith. The 
first man’s approach is to 

try to find solutions to all 
the problems. He has delved deeply into the difficult 

questions relating to the Genesis account of creation. 
He has read volumes on the flood. He finds the story of 
Jonah particularly challenging. He relies heavily on 

archaeology and secular history for confirmation of his 
own solutions. He believes because he is satisfied with 
his own answers to the problems of faith. 

 The second man’s approach centers upon Jesus 
Christ. He too has had to consider evidences and 

struggle with certain problems, but he is fully 
persuaded that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and has 
confessed that he believes that fact with all his heart. 

Believing in Jesus as the infallible Son of God, he does 
not question anything Jesus believed, anything Jesus 
said, or anything Jesus authorized to be said. 

 He, too, wondered about the Genesis account of 
creation, but his questions ceased when he read the 

words of Jesus: “Have you not read that He who made 
them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ 
and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father 

and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh’?” (Matthew 19:4-5), If Jesus’ stamp 

of approval was on the creation story, that was good 
enough for him. He didn’t have the solution to all the 



problems, but he believed because Jesus believed it, 
and he believed in Jesus. 

 His faith in other Old Testament accounts was 
similarly established. He found Jesus’ stamp of 

approval on the flood (Matthew 24:37-39) and the 
story of Jonah (Matthew 12:40), and in fact, on all the 
Old Testament record in one sweeping statement 

recorded in Luke 24:44: “Then He said to them, ‘These 
are the words which I spoke to you while I was still 
with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were 

written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms concerning Me.’” 

 Since the New Testament contains what Jesus 
said combined with what He authorized to be said, the 
second man had no trouble believing the New 

Testament. His faith in the whole Bible simply rests 
upon his faith in Christ as the infallible Son of God. He 

too finds the study of the problems of faith intriguing 
and challenging, but his own personal faith is not 
dependent on finding solutions to all the problems.  

 The first man’s faith stands on shaky ground, 
for it is founded on human wisdom. Should some later 
archaeological discovery or other bit of evidence not 

now known prove his solutions to be false, the very 
foundation of his faith would be gone. He would have 

to seek new solutions or lose his faith entirely. 
 The second man’s faith may not appeal to the 
highly sophisticated, but it is founded on the rock - on 

the One who is “the same yesterday, today, and 
forever” (Hebrews 13:8). 
 “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 

the word of God” (Romans 10:17). 
 

 
 
 

 



It’s A Serious Matter 
By A.C. Grider 

Words from Keith Crews 

If a married man spent a 
night at home and then 

spent two elsewhere doing 
whatever he wanted to do, 

would you consider him a faithful father and 
husband? 
 If an employee worked at his job one day and 

then did not show up on the job for a couple of days 
would he be considered a faithful worker by his boss? 
 If a student attended a class and then missed 

two of his next assignments, would the teacher 
consider him faithful in the school of his work? 

 When you attend a service of the congregation, 
and then miss two services,, do you consider yourself 
faithful? Do you think Christ considers you faithful? 

 This is a serious matter for Christians to ponder 
for it has to do with saving the soul. The mother serves 

three meals and the child eats one and fails to put in 
an appearance for the others. The child is ungreatful. 
But what about eating one spiritual meal and missing 

two? It is Serious! – A.C. Grider 
 

Our God whom we serve is 

able to deliver us from the 

burning fiery furnace, and 
He will deliver us from your hand, O king.  But if not, let it be 

known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we 

worship the gold image which you have set up (Daniel 3:17-18). 
The faith and courage of Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah is 
demonstrated in these verses.  They placed their lives in the 

hand of God.  "But if not" indicates that they would not give 
up their faith in God, even if God allowed them to die.  They 
faced certain death in a fiery furnace.  God spared 
them.  They didn't even smell like smoke.  Job said, 
"Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him" (Job 
13:15).  Abraham was willing to slay his son Isaac believing 
that God was able to raise him from the dead (Heb 
11:19).  These are great examples for our faith.  We must 
depend upon God.  Whether I live or die, I will not give up 
on God.  I trust in God, no matter what. 
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