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And You Should Rule Over It 
By Kevin Strickland 

 

By Adam 

and Eve, sin 

would enter the 

world.  This 

would bring about the truth that every descendant 

after them would have to face the consequences of sin 

– death.  Romans 6:23 tells that the cost of sin is 

death – a spiritual separation from God.  However, this 

does not have to be the case, for any.  God would 

promise to Eve that through her a victory would come 

that would overcome the serpent of old, satan, and his 

effect on the world (Genesis 3:15). 

It is evident from scripture that God knew that 

sin would be an entangelment that men could not 

overcome alone.  In Genesis 4:7, God explains to Cain 

what sin does to man: “If you do well, shalt you not be 

accepted? and if you do not well, sin lies at the door. 

And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.”  

Some might understand that Cain is just being 

warned, but God is also encouraging Cain not to give 

in to sin, as it would make him a slave to it.  He 

wanted Cain to make the choice to be faithful, and told 

Cain to be victorious and not let sin in the door.  

However, Cain succumbs to sin, and he is subject to 

sin. 

For this victorius reason was it planned that the 

Lord would come to the world before its foundation 



was set (I Peter 1:20).  For this reason, Jesus Christ 

would come that he would die and take on the 

punishment of the believer and die for him (Isaiah 

53:3,4).  Also, with that death, we could put to death 

the man of sin, and be alive in Christ, once risen with 

him in baptism (Romans 6:3-7).  Without Christ 

coming to be victorous over sin, we could not have 

hope in a faithful God, and be slaves to Christ. 

The reality of our situation is very plain to see.  

Just as Cain was encouraged by God to trust that he 

should be master over sin, we ,too, are encouraged of 

God.  If we do well, then we will be accepted.  However, 

sin lies at the door, and its desire is to completely 

overtake us, and it will.  We will become its slave.  

However, we should rule over Him!  The only way to do 

this is to come to the Father through Christ (John 

14:6).  There is no other way.  Just as the letter to the 

Romans in 6:14 encourages, we should heed its 

counsel from God: “sin shall not have dominion over 

you.”   

Rom 6:1-13 says about a life of being enslaved to 

righteousness:  “What shall we say then? Shall we 

continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. 

How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer 

therein? Know ye not, that so many of us as were 

baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his 

death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism 

into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the 

dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 

walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted 

together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in 

the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our 

old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might 

be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 

For he that is dead is freed from sin.  



Words From Keith and Debbie 
Crews 

Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall 

also live with him:  

Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth 

no more; death hath no more dominion over him. For in 

that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, 

he liveth unto God.  Likewise reckon ye also yourselves 

to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your 

mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.  

Neither yield ye your members as instruments of 

unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto 

God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your 

members as instruments of righteousness unto God.” 
  

And in the 
days of these 

kings the 
God of 

heaven will set us a kingdom which shall never be 

destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these 

kingdoms, and it shall stand forever (Dan 2:44). 
 
During the kings of the fourth kingdom (Dan 2:40) 

God would set up a kingdom ruled by Jesus 
Christ.  During the Roman Empire Jesus was born.  At 

His death He told His apostles to wait in Jerusalem for 
the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4-8).  The power of 
the Holy Spirit revealed in Acts 2 allowed the apostles 

to speak in other tongues (languages) and the Lord's 
church was established (Acts 2:47).  They were not 
given weapons of war to wage a physical war.  They 

were given the power of the word of God to speak to 
others a message of hope and salvation.  Jesus said 

"My kingdom is not of this world" (John 
18:36).  Though we walk in the flesh, we do not war 
according to the flesh (2 Cor 10:3).  For I am not 
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ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of 
God to salvation (Rom 1:16).  Then the seventh angel 

sounded:  And there were loud voices in heaven, 
saying, "The kingdoms of this world have become the 

kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and he shall 
reign forever and ever" (Rev 11:15). 
 


