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Many people might 

say, “ It [the book, 

movie, T.V. show] 

was good, except for some dirty language.”  What do we 

have to dig through to get to the good part.  A garbage 

dump might have some good food in it, but who wants to 

wade through the filth to find it?  If our minds have to 

swim in the sewer to retrieve the quality in something, then 

we can’t escape the stench of the fowl as well.  Our minds 

have no garbage disposal, in which a flick of the switch 

flushes away unwanted trash.  Rather, our minds store 

impressions, sometimes for a lifetime.  We should expose 

them only to the best.  “If enough of us say ‘no’ to the 

conversational garbage, the world will smell better” 

(Richard Walters).   

Public outcry against some of the rampant sex, 

violence, and profanity in the media has had some effect.  

Like movies, T.V. programs and video games are now 

carrying ratings and the most vulgar recordings have 

parental warning labels.  Yet, parents must pay attention 

to these ratings and teach their children what is 

acceptable.  Most important, we need to practice what we 

preach and set a good example for our families in what we 

watch, listen to, do, and say. 

Great harm or good can be done by words spoken 

through the media.  There are wholesome shows and music 

that provide family entertainment and help in teaching 

values.  The media is like fire; used correctly it keeps us 
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warm, cooks our food, and helps us see at night.  But used 

foolishly, it wreaks havoc.  As James said: “Consider what a 

great forest is set on fire by a small spark.  The tongue also 

is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body.  It 

corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of his life 

on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell” (James 3:5-6). (From 

Seasoning Your Words, page 65) 

   

But without faith, it is 

impossible to please God, for he 

that comes to God must first 

believe that He is, and He is a 

rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. (Hebrews 11:6). 

How does this scripture play out in life?  If the 

following verses of Hebrews 11:7-11 are read along with the 

above passage, one would see the active, living belief that 

Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Sara had in their lives.  

This is not only a faith of stating “I believe in a God,” but is 

a faith that goes one step further, determining what God 

has said will be done.  It is actually working toward what 

has been directed by the Almighty God.  A belief of God 

without doing what He tells us through His word is clearly a 

deception (James 1:22-25). 

 Many people also seek after a relationship with God, 

but do not know or understand how to have it rightly with 

him.  The apostle Paul puts it clearly, whether absent or in 

the body, his aim was to be pleasing to Him.  (II Corinthians 

5:9) But how is this so?  To obey is better than sacrifice.(I 

Samuel 15:22)  Samuel told Saul this is what God wanted, 

even when Saul tried to give the Lord sacrifice.  Just 

because a good service is made to God, if it is not according 

to obedience, because of faith, in what has been heard from 

God’s word, then it is not pleasing.  Again, put the last part 

of Hebrews 11:6 with the rest of that chapter.  Those who 

were faithful to God were moved by what he said. 

 When observing life today, a big difference can 

be seen to what was written in Hebrews chapter 11.  The 
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lack of believing that “God is” presents itself throughout the 

world.  Much worse, the attitude of changing from what 

God has said to different methods has crept into the Lord’s 

church, defiling its members.  Yet, this in no way makes 

less of what God has “said” for Christians today.  His words 

still sound clearly, as mentioned in Hebrews 3:7, “if you will 

still hear his voice.” 

Therefore, one who comes to God must first believe 

that He is.  This belief does start with the statement, “I 

believe in God.”  However, it must not end there, and must 

have additionally what follows, faithful obedience.  As well, 

for those who diligently seek Him, service is not passive, 

and is not waiting for God to speak personally.  He already 

speaks to us through His son (Hebrews 1,2)  

 

 

knowing that you were not 
redeemed with corruptible 
things, like silver or gold, from 
your aimless conduct received 

by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood 
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot (1 
Pet 1:18-19). 
 
What do you count precious to you?  The blood of Christ is 
precious.  His blood has purchased us and redeemed us 
from sin.  You were bought at a price; do not become slaves 
of men (1 Cor 7:23).  We have forgiveness of sins through 
His blood (Eph 1:7).  He washed us from our sins in His 
own blood (Rev 1:5).  To take advantage of that precious 

blood we must be baptized into His death (Rom 6:3-4).  Our 
old man must be put to death to be freed from sin (Rom 
6:6-7).  We must be born again through the word of God (1 
Pet 1:23).  No other sacrifice would do because Christ was 
the only one without blemish and without spot.  He made 
Him who knew no sin to be sin for us (2 Cor 5:21).  Do you 
really value Jesus? 
 
Keith 

Words From Keith 
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Upcoming Spiritual Opportunities 
Family Study 

             8-26-2018  -   5 :00p.m.  

Women ’s Study 

             9-05-2018  -   5 :00 p .m.  
 

In Need of Our Prayers and 
Encouragement: 

•Rex + Frankie Hadley and family •Bob Ross 

•Kay Byars   •Thelma Harmon  •Charles Crosby   
•Jason & Misty Thornton & Family 
•Betty Proctor  •Gladys Watts  •Eva Mason 

•Our young Christians 
•Our Lord’s work in Hoboken & Brantley County 

•Our President, Nation & those in military service 

•All fellow Christians in the world 

The church of Christ meeting in  the 

city of Hoboken,  Georgia  

5101 Main Street  Hoboken, Georgia 

Our Meeting Times  
Sunday Morning  

Bible  Study 9 :30a.m.  
Worship       10:30a.m.  

Wednesday 
Bible  Study    7:00p.m.  
 

Phil 4:8, 9 8Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, 
whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such 
things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard 
from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of 
peace will be with you. 


