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Two Men Serve the Lord 
 By Bill Hall 

Two men serve the 

Lord. The first is 
motivated by his love 

for the local church as an institution. He 

enthusiastically supports its program of activities. He 
works diligently to get others to be baptized, for he is 
interested in this organization of which he is a part, 

and he wants to see it grow. He attends all the 
meetings, gives liberally of his money, and really does 

its part in support of the local church. 
The other is motivated by his love for the Lord. He, too, 
works to convert others, but he does so because he is 

concerned for their souls. He, too, attends all the 
meetings, for in doing so he is drawn closer to the Lord 

whom he loves, and has opportunity to glorify His 
name. He also gives liberally of his money for he loves 
the Lord and is interested in doing his part in 

financing His work. He loves the church and rejoices 
when it grows but his love reaches far more deeply 
than does that of the first man; in fact, he would serve 

the Lord if there were not another Christian on earth 
nor prospects that there would ever be another.  

The first man’s enthusiasm is dependent to a great 
degree on others. While the congregation is growing 
and active, his enthusiasm continues strong; but when 

problems arise, or his favorite preacher moves on, or 
some of his brethren don’t “pull their weight,” or 



 

 

someone criticizes him, or the congregation just 
generally faces a difficult period, his enthusiasm 

begins to wane, and he becomes “unfaithful.” 
The second man is stable and unwavering. Brethren 

come and go; the congregation of which he is a part 
has its periods of depression; problems arise from time 
to time; but this man’s enthusiasm remains constant 

through it all, for it is centered on Him who never 
changes, the One who has promised, “I will never leave 
you nor forsake you.”  

Let us take heed, then, how we build (I Corinthians 
3:10). Perhaps the title of this article should read, 

“One Man Serves the Lord,” for it is very doubtful that 
the first man serves the Lord at all. 

Hebrews 4:12  For the 

word of God is quick, 
and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-

edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 

marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. 

What can be done to stop a weapon that cannot 

be stopped with flesh and bone and physical power, 
but can cut even deeper than the bodily might and 

cause change in the heart?  This is what the word of 
the Lord is.  It is a weapon that must be used to fight 
those fights against the spiritual darkness that is in 

the world (II Cor. 10:3-6).  The mere use properly of it 
by one who wields it does the job.  No other weapon 
fashioned against it can stand.  It does the work, all 

that needs to be done is use it. 

Ephesians 6:17  And take the helmet of salvation, 

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God: 

The Sword of the Spirit 
By Kevin Strickland 
 



 

 

 
 Paul’s letter to the Ephesians was sent to 

encourage the brethren of the church there to 
continue to persevere.  Amongst the weapons that Paul 

urged them to use was one that was used to both 
protect and defend.  The armament was given to all 
who had obeyed Christ as their Lord, and who served 

in his might, not only to a select few as weapons are 
distributed world-wide today in militaries.  The choice 
was up to those to whom it was given. 

 
Revelation 1:16  And he had in his right hand 

seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp 
two-edged sword: and his countenance was as the 
sun shines in his strength. 

 
 The Lord in the letter of Revelation had the 
ultimate weaponry in that he could speak with a sword 

that was able to cut at his speaking.  This was the 
same sword mentioned in Hebrews and Ephesians that 

was for Spiritual armament.  It has been given to those 
who are Christ’s as well so that if they would use it, 
the same spiritual result would occur.  Those that use 

his word, in the smallest of battles or the largest of 
conflicts will be victorious. 

 The Lord knows the power and effect of the 
weapon he possesses, as He is the word and the things 
that he speaks are the sword which is to be used.  We 

are not but servants in the ranks of His army, and we 
are to fight the good fight (I Tim. 6:12) of faith.   

In Revelation 19:19, the beast and all of his 
kings and armies went out to make war against the 
Lord and his army.  The next verse (20) speaks of how 

this beast along with those him doing his will were 
taken and the rest of his armies were slain with the 
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sword.  There was not a single mention of any struggle 
or battle. 

This is true might. And the one who has it must 
be trusted and sought after.  This word we have been 

given is to be understood, trusted, and used.  If only 
those to whom it has been given would use it!  What 
can stand against God, if he is for us? (Romans 8:31)  

 


